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Within an easy 90 miles southeast of Los Angeles and 33 

miles northeast of San Diego County rests the largest reservoir, 

with some of the most sizeable largemouth bass, smallmouth 

bass, striped bass, rainbow and brown trout, flathead, blue and 

channel catfish, and four different species of panfish, in Southern 

California. Featuring an 11-lane, impeccably maintained launch 

ramp and 50 affordable rental boats (five different types, 

including 20 brand new V-hulls), DVL offers more than ample 

parking, a well-stocked store, clean restrooms (both on the 

parking lot as well as on the water), and an extremely friendly 

and knowledgeable staff ensuring that you will enjoy a 

productive day on Diamond Valley Lake. 

Leaving the city is easy and your drive to DVL gets even 

sweeter the closer you get.  As you approach the reservoir, you 

may spot deer, coyote, bald eagles, golden eagles and even an 

occasional bobcat. A short drive up the hill toward the entrance 

on the east dam provides a magnificent view of the lake, 

surrounding mountains, and almost always, a breathtaking sky.  

Once you drive back down the other side towards the parking lot, 

your anticipation builds as you have now entered the 

enchantment of Diamond Valley Lake.  Now your great day is 

about to get even better.   

Whether you are launching your own boat or have 

reserved a rental, you are only minutes away from dropping your 

line. You don’t care to float in a boat? No worries. DVL offers 3 

miles of designated shore fishing to also successfully land the 

lunker of your choice. Maps are available which indicate the 

locations of shore fishing as well as the scenic 21.8 miles of hiking 

and biking trails. 

So let’s talk technique. For those bulky largemouth and 

smallmouth bass, the go-to setup is a 7-foot, medium-light action 

spinning rod with a 2500 series spinning reel spooled with 10- or 

12-pound test braided line. The braided line and the 

fluorocarbon leader are the keys to getting more bites and 

landing more bass. A medium light-action spinning rod performs 

perfectly with a ripbait in a natural baitfish color. Cast out the 

ripbait over a rocky point, a grassy flat, or just parallel to the 

shore. Reel it down fast to the proper depth, and then stop. 

Pause for a few seconds, point the rod tip towards the bait, then 

rip the bait, popping the rod back towards the bait. This will 

cause the bait to dart from side to side, giving the appearance of 

an injured or disoriented baitfish. When fishing the ripbait, use a 

few different cadences until the bass let you know which one is 

most effective. Try this popular retrieve; rip, pause, rip-rip, pause 

(also known as a 1, 1-2, 1, 1-2). Vary the pause time between 

rips, as occasionally largemouth will prefer a longer pause in 

colder water. They will let you know how they will accept your 

offering! 

You say stripers are your beast of choice? They are 

arguably the most aggressive predatory fish in our local lakes and 

reservoirs. Owning no interest in anger management, 

occasionally these fish with their prehistoric tempers will chase 

trout so aggressively that the trout leap out of the water onto the 

shore. Complete with their croc-like death roll, stripers take no 

prisoners, especially when it comes to an attractive bait. It is 

most effective to use a heavy-action 7- to 7½-foot rod with a 

6.3:1 to 7.9:1 high speed reel and 40- to 65-pound test braided 

line. When targeting stripers with swimbaits or topwater lures, 

keep this in mind: burn your baits! Work them fast and erratic 

with a rapid stop-and-go action. When you see a striper chasing 

your lure, DO NOT STOP WINDING! Keep the lure moving and you 

will get that bad boy to bite.   

If you prefer a nice fight with a side of sweet meat, 

Diamond Valley Lake can provide that, also. Thousands of 

beautiful rainbow and brown trout reside in these waters and are 

stocked regularly from the Mt. Lassen, Mojave River, and 

Fillmore Hatcheries. DVL boasts a record 15.45-pound rainbow 

caught on PowerBait, but there are as many ways to catch trout 

as there are anglers. The consensus around these parts is a 6½- 

to 7½-foot light action spinning rod, 500-1000 series spinning 

reel, with 2- to 6-pound monofilament line. To tempt these 

beauties, try a variety of small, inline spinners or crappie jigs; 

using bright colors such as yellow and orange for bright days, and 

darker colors such as black and dark green for darker days. 

For those of you wanting a kitty fix, sorry but there is no 

catfish noodling allowed, as DVL is a domestic water supply 

source, hence no body contact is permitted! There are, however, 

easier and drier ways to catch that desired blue, flathead or 

channel catfish. Try using a medium-heavy to heavy action 6½- to 

8-foot rod with a conventional reel spooled with 15- to 25-pound 

fluorocarbon or monofilament line and a Carolina rig (¼- to 1-

ounce egg sinker, swivel, and a No. 2 to 2/0 hook). With a very 

powerful sense of smell, catfish are greatly attracted to (what 

you and I would call) stink. Stink includes a 1-inch wide by 2- or 3-

inch long mackerel strip, anchovy, or shrimp (which was the bait 

of choice for DVL’s record 56.8-pound catfish). Many anglers 

choose to use two rods to double their chance of getting bit. 

Once you’re set-up and on a likely catfish spot, such as a cove in 

less than 30 feet of water, cast and wait. If within a reasonable 

amount of time you have not gotten hit, move and repeat. They 

will find you. 

Outstanding panfish complete the species selection in the 

DVL reservoir. Feel free to drop your line near the ladders on the 

dams for bluegill, crappie, redear sunfish or green sunfish. The 

successful weapons of choice have been wax worms, red worms, 

meal worms or nightcrawlers on 3-pound monofilament line, and 

small splitshots with a No. 8 to 12 hook. Cast, let it drop and keep 

your line slack as they will bite on the sink, and plan how you will 

sauté these delicacies for your evening meal. 

Make a weekend of it! There are plenty of rooms for rent 

and camping available in the surrounding areas. Across from the 

entrance to the reservoir is the Valley Wide Aquatic Center, 

which has a 25-yard outdoor pool with waterslide, fountain 

sprayers, plentiful picnic areas and athletic fields. The Western 

Science Center is also near the DVL entrance and offers an 

amazing display of the ancient artifacts and fossils which were 

found during the building of The Big Dam Hole. The activities and 

features are endless at Diamond Valley Lake; come for the fishing 

and enjoy all the rest. Remember, you are here……. or at least 

you could be! 


