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Stripes are in this spring at DVL 
Stripers, that is, and anglers are finding them en vogue and 
in big numbers as one of the state’s newest fishery evolves 

 
BY SCHERIE DEE 
Special to Western Outdoor News 
 

 
 
 

HEMET -- So you think you’ve had great striper success 

elsewhere?  Well, perhaps it’s time to unleash your inner 

angler and upgrade to Striper 2.0.   

Diamond Valley Lake is the largest and one of the 

newest manmade reservoirs in Southern California.  The first 

ten to twelve years of a lake are the most fertile it will ever be 

as the nutrients in the soil are still being absorbed by the water 

making it the perfect environment for several species of fish, 

including many spectacular striped bass.  

 Filled in 2002, DVL also has a continuous flow of water 

coming in and going out providing constant refreshment.  

Along with the import of water have come the hitchhikers with 

attitude; Morone saxatilis, or, striped bass.  These beauties 

were not planted but rather snuck in via the inland feeder line 

of the California Aqueduct system and lucky for us, is easily 

one of the greatest-fighting and finest-tasting freshwater fish in 

Southern California.  And they love the cool, clear water of 

DVL.  Did I mention how FUN they are to catch?   

 DVL boasts a current population of 50,000 to 100,000 

striped bass over 6-pounds.   With the average water 

temperature being 58 degrees, a bag limit of ten per day, no 

size limit, and the right set-up, you can’t go wrong.  In the last 

two years, over 10,000 stripers ranging from 3- to 35-pounds 

have been caught which has created more resources for the un-

caught stripers left in the water.  So the really huge fish – and 

many more of them – are still swimming about just waiting to 

take your bait!  Believe it or not there’s a formula here; the 

more stripers that are caught enable the ones left behind to 

become larger.  That is, angler-harvest helps the stripers still in 

the water to grow because they have reduced competition for 

habitat and food.   

 As spring is now upon us and before the weather really 

heats up, these next few weeks are prime for striper-catching.  

The cold-blooded stripers are happiest and most active in 

cooler water and low-light conditions (cloudy day, early 

morning, and early evening) and spend almost all of their time 

closer to the surface (within the upper 33-feet of the 260-foot-

deep lake) for feeding.  Once the inland heat strikes, they will 

retreat to deeper, cooler waters except to occasionally feed a 

bit closer to the surface.   

Yes, DVL does the occasional trout-plant, but this is a 

good thing.  Not only does it provide the stripers with more 

necessary nutrients to maintain their hostile personalities, it 

also makes them careless.  With an abundance of food 

swimming around, these guys get sloppy and don’t take the 

time to distinguish between a live trout and your dead (albeit 

extremely attractive) lure.  Hence, hungry or sloppy, your 

chances are actually better now with the cooler water, greater 

activity level, some trout to feed on, and closer-to-the-surface 

striper position. 

 Professional angler, Gregg Silks, one of the leading 

striper experts for Diamond Valley Lake, owner of Inland 

Guide Service and creator/owner of Z-Plug lures, has been 

instrumental in DVL’s design, research, and ongoing study of 

the striped bass.  Silks has contributed thousands of volunteer-

hours with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

helping to ensure and maintain striper habitat and population 

control.    

I repeat, population control.  Silks actively does his fair share 

of catching huge stripers on a regular basis.  His weapons of 

choice, you ask?  Silks says, “I  prefer a heavy rod such as an 

8-foot Shimano Teramar, extra-heavy action, which is 

excellent for either casting or trolling, a Calcutta 400 reel with 

25- to 30-pound test tied to my Z-Plug Broken Back.”   The 

Broken Back displays side-to-side erratic swimming action 

which imitates that of a panicked bait fish, attracting and 

provoking striped bass to strike. This lure has excellent diving 

capabilities and can be successfully used for trolling at depths 

beyond 10 feet and is also productively used for casting.  

Google it and see what you’re missing! 

When asked why stripers and why DVL?  Silks replied, 

“Stripers are the biggest, best- fighting, best- tasting freshwater 

fish and they also provide the greatest challenge to catching.  

As far as why DVL, I started my guide service ten years ago 

and 90% of my clients favored DVL and encouraged me to 

move near here.  So four years ago I did.  I picked up and 

moved my family and my Z-Plug lure business here to the 

Inland Empire and now DVL is in my backyard and I love it.  

The lake is amazing; it’s one of the newest in California and 

the ease of access is unrivaled.  I also chose DVL because it 

was so new and I could grow with it”.   

For more good news, the striped bass are currently 

smack-dab in the middle of their spawning cycle.  A female 

will usually broadcast 100,000 eggs per pound of body mass as 

opposed to 12,000 eggs per pound for a largemouth.  This 

translates into 2-million eggs for a 20-pound striper.  So doing 

the math here with 50,000 to 100,000 striped bass over 6-

pounds, DVL has the potential for many (yes, that’s the 

number my math came up with; “many”) more striped bass.    

         Stripers are winning the numbers game at DVL and 

therefore getting the lion’s share of the food.  So you might 

want to do your part and help out the competing other species 

by harvesting a few stripers for your own angling 

entertainment and bassify your dinner table.  Be one of the first 

on the Lake in the morning and one of the last to leave in the 

evening, and put some stripes on your stick.  Stripes are in this 

spring at DVL!  

 

 

 

GREGG SILKS of Inland Guide Service with one of his many striper 

harvest efforts at Diamond Valley Lake, which is emerging as one of – if 

not THE – top striper lakes in the state and only in its first decade.   


