
BY SCHERIE DEE
Special to WON BASS

Back in the early 1990s, there
was a small boy from Menifee who
desperately wanted to spend every
waking hour fishing, or at least
pretending to do so. At two years
old, he caught his first smallmouth
bass and the passion was planted.
At four years old, he could often be
found with his Zebco in the back-
yard “pretend” fishing in the dog’s
water bowl. At five, while quaran-
tined to the house with chicken
pox, he spent six days covered in
spots, dressed only in boxers and
deck boots, practicing his “flip-
ping” in the bathtub filled with
water and plastic toy fish. Often in
the grocery store, he would walk
the aisles with his mother — she
was shopping — while he was pre-
tending to gaff items on the
shelves. Twelve years later, now
17, he is officially one of the
youngest anglers to have ever
fished the WON BASS U.S. Open.

Mark McClain is an inspiring
study of passion creating reality.
It’s difficult to define this single-
minded determination, but Mark,
against many obstacles, has man-
aged to come out stronger and
even more focused as a result.
Unpretentious, unusually kind and
compassionate, and always willing
to listen, he spends most days of
the year fishing Diamond Valley
Lake, Canyon Lake, various San
Diego County lakes, and “ninja-
fishing” in private communities in
the area in 100-plus-degree heat

and sometimes in freezing rain. If
shore fishing was all that was avail-
able, Mark was there after school
and all weekend, all year-round.  

Mark realized at age 14 that it
was time to compete. In 2009 he
took second place in the FLW and
TBF Youth State Championship at
Lake Millerton, and 2010 found
him in second place in the Canyon
Lake Junior Bassmaster Regional
Tournament. This year, again he
took second place in the FLW and
TBF Youth State Championship at
the Sacramento Delta. Having
graduated from high school this
summer, Mark was asked what he
would like for a graduation gift.
His immediate reply was, “To fish
the WON BASS U.S. Open.” So
with the loving support of his fam-
ily and a few close and extremely
generous friends, that became a
reality.

The interesting part of his
story is this: early on, Mark real-
ized that to be the best there is at
what he does, he must align him-
self with those who are now the
best in the business. His “heroes”
include Ish Monroe, Brent Ehler,
and Justin Kerr. Mark intently
studies their techniques (as well as
those of others) while combining
the best that each has to offer to
create his own winning style.
Additionally, Mark is an Associate
Member of the Optimum Bait Pro-
Staff. Matt Paino, owner of
Optimum Bait, said, “I am
extremely impressed with Mark’s
fishing knowledge and talent and I

have high expectations for his suc-
cess in the future.” 

Mark has not been known as
one to “work the room,” but he
certainly has had tremendous suc-
cess in “working the water,” “work-
ing the weigh-ins,” as well as
“working the fishing conventions.”
Usually quite shy, on occasion
Mark would find himself in the
presence of one of the bass greats.
He would swallow hard and step
forward to introduce himself. The
tough part was over and the dialog
began.  

He has remained true to his
passion and stayed focused on the
goal: creating his reality of being
one of the best pro bass fishermen
in the country. Those who have
met him as well as those who have
fished with him are equally
impressed with his talent and his
genuine kindness. Ladies and gen-
tlemen, please keep your eye on
the booming career of this young
man. He is living proof that nice
guys can finish first. 

And although he may not have
finished first in this year’s U.S.

Open, Mark finished the three-day
event; which, to anyone who’s
fished the tournament knows, is
an accomplishment in and of itself.
He fared decently enough, howev-
er, finishing 60th amongst a field of
112 AAAs. 

“Fishing the WON BASS U.S.
Open was definitely the most
important thing I have ever done
in my fishing career,” Mark said. “I
had the opportunity to pre-fish
with Tony Lain and Ricky Shabazz,
two of the most skilled and talent-
ed anglers that I know. Each day of
practice was like a nine-hour, on-
the-water, Lake Mead bass fishing
clinic. My favorite part was getting
to see two very different solutions
to the same problem; that problem
being finding fish and then getting
them to bite. 

“Day one I was paired with Joe
Uribe, Jr. I knew it was going to be
a good day when we had 2 fish in
the well within the first 10 minutes
and a full limit shortly thereafter.
By 9 a.m. we had somewhere
around 9 pounds. From then on,
the rest of the day was spent

searching for kicker fish. We fin-
ished the day just shy of 11
pounds, which was good enough
for 7th place, an excellent way to
start the tournament. 

“On day two I drew Dean
Yamagata and we had three fish
within the first hour, but unfor-
tunately those last 2 fish never
made it in the well. Finishing with
just over 6 pounds dropped me
down to being tied for 16th place.
The fact that I did so well on the
first day balanced out my not-so-
successful second day, giving me a
little over an 8-pound average for
the two days. 

“Although Lake Mead is enor-
mous, when there are more than
110 boats working their hardest to
catch fish for two days straight, the
fishing pressure becomes very
apparent on the third day. My pro
for day three was Stephen Pike
and day three was much more dif-
ficult than the first two days. After
checking multiple spots in the
Upper Basin, our well was still
empty by 10 a.m. By this time, the
amount of fishing pressure Lake
Mead had received over the past
two days was showing its
inevitable and unpleasant result. 

“Sometime around 10:45 we
finally put our first fish in the well.
This was just enough to keep us
motivated for the rest of the day.
Unfortunately, 2 p.m. rolled
around all too quickly and we only
weighed in that 1 fish, which was
only enough to keep me in 60th
place.  

“Overall, fishing the WON
BASS U.S. Open was a fun and
amazing experience and I hope
that it is the first of many major
tournaments in my fishing career.
I would like to thank my family and
friends who made this all possible
through their generous graduation
gifts. I would also like to thank my
sponsors — Optimum Baits, and
AA Worms. I am also grateful for
Billy Egan’s help and for introduc-
ing me and explaining to the
crowd each day at the weigh-in
how I got there and how I was able
to fish this prestigious tourna-
ment.

“Despite the occasionally diffi-
cult fishing, I really learned a lot
about bass fishing and competing
but there is still much, much more
that I have yet to learn and really
look forward to doing so when I
compete again in the WON BASS
U.S. Open next year.”
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From bathtubs to big water, Mark
McClain is movin’ on up… and quickly

MARK McCLAIN holds up a hefty pair of Diamond Valley Lake largemouth. The young angler may only be a
mere 17 years old, but he already has a handful of top-five finishes under his belt, not to mention he fished his
first WON BASS U.S. Open just this July.  

AT THIS YEAR’S U.S. OPEN, Mark fished with Joe Uribe Jr. on day
one, and together the team managed a limit just shy of 11 pounds, taking
seventh for the day. 


